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Alabama Commission on Higher Education 
 

Policy on Distance Education 
 

Definition of Distance Education:  A formal educational process using technological 
delivery in which instruction occurs where students and instructors are not in the same 
place.  Instruction may be synchronous or asynchronous.  Distance education may 
employ audio, video, or computer technologies.  Distance education, distance learning, 
and e-learning are recognized by the Commission as being synonymous terms.  
Academic courses or programs are considered to be distance education entities when 
over fifty percent of the content is delivered through distance education modes.  [Based 
on the Council on Occupational Education (COE) and the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools/Commission on Colleges (SACS/COC) definitions.] 
 
The Role of Distance Education in Alabama Higher Education:  The Commission on 
Higher Education supports the use of distance education by public higher education 
institutions in the state as one means of providing higher education opportunities to 
Alabama citizens and to other students who are enrolled at Alabama public institutions.  
 
Institutional Responsibility:  Institutions are to set tuition for distance education offerings, 
ensuring that they meet statutory requirements.  Institutions providing distance education 
courses or programs are expected to be in full compliance with the standards and/or 
requirements of any appropriate governing or accreditation authorities. 
 
Commission Responsibility:  Units of instruction offered by Alabama public institutions 
and funded by state appropriations, including distance education offerings, are subject to 
Commission approval by statute.  The Commission also has statutory responsibility for 
data collection related to funding recommendations, statewide planning, and various 
state and national reports.  Therefore, the Commission’s distance education policy 
addresses three fundamental areas, listed below.  
 
Relationship to the ACHE Standard:  For the purpose of inclusion in state formula 
calculations, student data from distance education offerings must meet one of the 
following criteria [See Implementation below]: 

1.  Students who are enrolled at Alabama public higher education institutions and 
whose legal permanent address is within the state of Alabama; 

2.  Students who are enrolled at Alabama public higher education institutions and 
whose domicile is within the state of Alabama; 

3.  Students who are enrolled at Alabama public higher education institutions 
who are residents of counties in adjacent states within fifty miles of a campus of an 
institution, provided that the campus existed and operated as of January 1, 1996 (Fifty-
Mile County). (Administrative Code, Chapter 300-2-3, Rule .03.) 

Data Collection:  The Commission will collect data as deemed necessary on all distance 
learning students enrolled in credit courses at Alabama public institutions to meet 
federal, regional, and state requirements. 
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Relationship to the Commission’s Academic Program Inventory: 

1.  In order for student data from such programs to be included in state formula 
calculations and any Commission data collection, academic programs offered through 
distance education by Alabama public institutions must have been approved by the 
Commission on Higher Education and must be listed in the Commission’s Academic 
Program Inventory with no restriction to a military base. 

2.  Programs approved by the Commission on Higher Education do not require 
additional Commission approval to be configured and offered as distance education 
programs.  However, institutions preparing to offer existing programs as distance 
education offerings must report this intent to the Commission prior to implementation. 

3.  The Commission on Higher Education does not require approval of individual 
courses for distance education purposes. 

Implementation:  For data collection purposes, implementation in relation to the ACHE 
Standard will begin in Academic Year 2008-09 (FY 2010-11) and will not be fully 
implemented until the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Unified Budget Recommendation. 
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